Study Questions for the Skin I’m In
Be sure to answer each question using complete sentences.

Chapter 1:
1. Maleeka states that Miss Saunders is going to “mess things up real bad” for her. This is an example of foreshadowing. Look up foreshadowing and define it. Based on this statement, do you think that Maleeka and Miss Saunders will get along?

2. Maleeka says, “I deserve better than for people to treat me any old way they want.” What does she mean?

3. Maleeka says that Miss Saunders is “a freak like me.” What does this reveal about how Maleeka feels about herself? Compare that statement to the one at the end of the chapter mentioned in question 3. 

4. Why do you suppose John-John teases Maleeka?

Chapter 2:
1. Why is Miss Saunders at McClenton Middle School? What did she do before coming there to teach?

2. Have you ever been teased about your appearance? How did that feel?

3. Maleeka seems to notice a lot about the clothes of others. Find an instance of this in the text. What does this tell you about Maleeka?

4. How does Maleeka dress? Why?

Chapter 3:
1. Why does Maleeka “hang-out” with Charlese? Would you?

2. In Chapter 1 Maleeka says, “I deserve better than for people to treat me any old way they want.” Does Maleeka act like this is true while hanging out with Charlese? Explain.

3. Why do you think Caleb left Maleeka on the bus?

Chapters 4 & 5:
1. What does your face say to the world?

2. Maleeka says, “I guess there's no accounting for what folks see in their own mirrors.” What does she mean?

3. How might your own image of yourself be different from what others see in you?

4. Miss Saunders says,”It takes a long time to accept yourself for who you are,” and “Liking myself didn't come overnight. I took a lot of wrong turns to find out who I really was.” What do you suppose she means? What really makes a person who they are? What makes you you?

Chapters 6 & 7:
1. Maleeka doesn't tell Daphne that Charlese was the one kissing Worm in the hallway. Why?

2. Maleeka eavesdrops on conversation about Miss Saunders. What does she learn? How might this influence her relationship with the teacher? Would you have done the same?

3. Maleeka says, “Miss Saunders is just a big mouth, a bossy broad who likes to throw her weight around and treat everybody like they are some broken pot she's go to patch up.” What does she mean? Do you think what she says is true? Why or why not?

4. Maleeka's mom decides she likes Miss Saunders. Why?

Chapters 8 & 9:
1. Why doesn't Maleeka go to the same school as her friend Sweets?

2. Compare and contrast how Maleeka feels about herself with her friend Sweets.

3. Why does Maleeka get her hair cut?

4. Why does Maleeka cry in the bathroom? She has an attitude change before leaving the bathroom. Why? (focus on her father's words).

Chapter 10:
1. Why might Sharon Flake have included this chapter?

2. What do we learn about Maleeka's mom?

Chapters 11-13:
1. Do you think what Maleeka did in the cafeteria was right? Why or why not? How do you think you might have handled the situation? Why, do you suppose, does Maleeka do what she does? 

2. Why does John-John pick on Maleeka? How does the conversation between Maleeka and John-John relate to the themes we have discussed about identity?

3. John-John says that Maleeka acts like she is too good for him. What is he talking about? What made him think that? Have you ever interpreted someone's actions like he did, only to find alter that you were wrong?

4. John-John is jealous of Maleeka, or so she thinks. Why? Is Maleeka right?

5. Why does John-John apologize to Maleeka in Miss Saunder's class?

Chapters 14-15:
1. When walking with Miss Saunders in the hall, Maleeka says,”I think if I was wearing my own clothes I would feel like two cents next to her. But I'm in Char's stuff, so I'm holding my own.” What does she mean? What does this reveal about Maleeka or how does it relate to what we already know? 

2. Maleeka says,”Teacher's don't cause you nothing but grief.” and Char says that everyone is out to get her. Are teachers really trying to “get” Maleeka or Char and cause them grief? What makes you think that?

3. Why is the conversation between Maleeka and Miss Saunders in the hall important?

4. Charlese says,”I ain't no slave. If I work for somebody there's got to be some dollars involved.” Do you think Maleeka is working like a slave in the office? How does Maleeka feel about that? 

Chapters 16-18:
1. Maleeka is enjoying her assignment from Miss Saunders (the diary). Why do you think she is enjoying it?

2. How does Maleeka use Akeelma's diary to deal with real situations in her life?

3. On pgs. 48-49 Char asks if Maleeka is a slave or her own master. How does Maleeka respond?

4. Why is the conversation in the bathroom important? How do you think Maleeka should respond to that situation? What would you do? Why does Maleeka tolerate the rude behavior of Char and the twins?

Chapters 19-20:
1. Maleeka says it's Miss Saunders' fault that she is sweating in detention. Is this true? Why or why not?

2. What does Caleb do in the boy's bathroom that gets him into trouble? Why does he do that?

3. What does Maleeka learn about Miss Saunders in the auditorium? Why does Flake include this scene (the auditorium)?

4. Tai says,”It's your need to be perfect that will ruin you here.” What does she mean by that? Why does Miss Saunders feel a need to be perfect?

5. Why did Caleb really leave Maleeka on the bus?

Chapters 21-24:
1. When Maleeka finds the poem from her father she says that he was “Gone away from me for good, until now.” What does she mean by that?

2. Why doesn't Maleeka's mom ask about what she has found?

3. Whose responsible for Char's grades?

4. Maleeka says,”Char's plan ain't gonna mean nothing but trouble for me. But I go along anyway.” Why does she “go along”? What you do?

Chapters 25-26:
1. Miss Saunders says that the school belongs to the students and that they must take responsibility for it. What does she mean? How does Caleb's behavior reflect upon that statement?

2. Why does Maleeka cooperate with Char? How does she feel afterward? How do you think she really feels about Miss Saunders? 

3. Maleeka says,”I'm standing in the corner crying, wishing I could undo this whole school year. Wishing I could go back to being who I was, not somebody's fool.” what does she mean? Have you ever been “somebody's fool”? 

Chapter 27:
1. Why doesn't Maleeka's mom “make things right” for her? Do you think she should? Why or why not?

2. Would you tell on Charlese and the twins? Why or why not?

3. Why does Maleeka mention the acorn in Akeelma's diary entry?

Chapters 28-29:
1. Why does Maleeka help John-John? Would you have done it? Why or why not?

2. What did Charlese do to make Maleeka's situation worse?

3. If you were John-John, how would you feel about Maleeka now?

Chapters 30-32:
1. Why does Miss Saunders come to Maleeka's house?

2. Would you have told her the truth? Why or why not?
3. Maleeka is surprised to see Charlese scared. Have you ever known someone who seemed tough and found out it was all a front? Why do you suppose Char acts so tough in the first place?

4. We have stated that this book has a theme about finding identity and building self-esteem. Find passages in the book that relate to this theme.

